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REPORT. 



state of louisiana, 
Office Boabd op Health, 

No. 159 Canal Street. 

]^Ew Orleans, La., December 31, 1869. 

To the Senate and Honse of Eepresentatives, State of Lmtisiana : 

The Board of Health of the State of Louisiana respectfully 
submit the following report: 

The members of the Board of Health commissioned by his 
Excellency, Governor H. C. Warmoth, took their seats l^ovem- 
ber 6, 1868. To give the Common Council of New Orleans 
opportunity to fill the vacancy, caused by the death of ^ mem- 
ber appointed by the city, the election of permanent officers 
was postponed to November 13, 1868, at which time C. B. 
White, M. D., was elected President, and S. C. Russell, M. D., 
Secretary. 

The members of the Board of Health whose positions were 
vacated, by the appointment of their successors by Governor 
Warmoth, and the two members holding over by virtue of their 
appointment by the city, refused to give possession to the 
Board of Health as reorganized, of either office, books, or 
moneys, encouraged the bringing of suits at law against the 
Board, injured its credit, caused much needless expense, and 
only yielded to process of law. 

The late Secretary retains the books of his position as Treas- 
urer, and has not accounted for moneys in his possession. Suit 
brought against him in person resulted in favor of the Board of 
Health, but appeal was taken to the Supreme Court, where the 
matter still rests. 

The Board of Health ascertaining that the debts due by it 
(contracted by their predecessors), amounted to about twelve 
thousand dollars ($12,000); trtat the buildings at the quaran- 
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tine station, on the Mississippi, were rapidly going to decay for 
want of repairs, and that the small portion of the fences remain- 
ing was ready to fall down, made application to yonr Honorable 
Body for an appropriation t^ pay this indebtedness and make 
the needful repairs. 

This appropriation, with the balance of a former one, was 
deemed ample, but the low price secured for the warrants on 
the Treasury has only sufficed to pay the debts contracted by 
our predecessors and leaves $4,406 20 unpaid on the contract 
entered into for repairs. 

The Board of Health, foreseeing that the amount to be 
realized from the appropriation would be found insufficient to 
do all that was necessary at the Mississippi station, judged 
best to defer the erection and repairs of necessary fences, trust- 
ing that the wise liberality of the Legislature at its next meet- 
ing would provide the means required for this purpose. 

The specifications for the work at the station before mentioned 
called .for the complete repair of the house of the resident 
physician, of the two large hospital buildings, of kitchens, 
cisterns and outhouses, the erection of a storeroom, of a build- 
ing for the boatmen, a wharf and a boat house. 

Proposals for the work were invited by advertisement in the 
daily journals, and the bid of D. J. Wasson at eight thousand 
four hundred and six dollars and twenty cents, the lowest re- 
ceived, was accepted. 

As will be seen by the report of Dr. Eussell, the Board of 
Health will remain in debt to Mr. Wasson when the work shall 
have been finished, four thousand six hundred dollars and 
twenty cents; two hundred dollars of which is for extra work 
not named in the original contract. 

This deficit, together with an amount sufficient to erect anew 
all the fences at the Mississippi river station, the Board of 
Health respectfully request your Honorable Body to supply by 
the needful legislation. 

The Quarantine Station on the Eigolets has hitherto been 
established at Fort Pike. It was with great difficulty that the 
military authorities allowed its retention at that point during 
the last summer. The Board of Health recommend that a Iooh- 
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tion for tb6 Quarantine Station be obtained at or near the point 
where the Mobile and Chattanooga BaUroad bridge crosses the 
Bigolets, thus securing certainty of inspection of all vessels and 
avoiding any delay of vessels during that inspection. 

Authority to purchase or lease land at that point will be 
necessary, and an appropriation of forty-five hundred dollars 
($4,600) to erect a building to serve as residence for physician 
and employees, and a hospital building. 

To protect the health of the State in the manner proposed by 
the act of 1855, it will be necessary to establish quarantine 
upon the proposed canal from Lake Borgne to the Mississippi 
river, whenever such canal shall be completed. This will 
require authority from the Legislature to establish a station, 
provide for a resident physician, and the erection of suitable 
buildings. 

Early in January the election of Health officers took place. 
As soon thereafter as the Sanitary Company of the Metropolitan 
Police were prepared for action, a systematic plan of inspection 
was devised, by which every house and lot of the city was 
examined and reported upon. This undertaking was mainly 
completed by the first of July, and brought the city in spite of 
filthy streets, into a better sanitary condition, as far as premises 
were concerned, than ever before. 

Attempt was made under the health ordinances of the Coun- 
cil of 1866 to cause the removal of filth from the streets by 
making the contractors personally liable to punishment for the 
nuisance they caused by their neglect of duty. The attempt 
failed from a defect in the law. 

A revised code of health ordinances was thereupon adopted 
by the Board of Health, and recommended to the city author- 
ities for enactment, which would have given sufficient and 
proper power to enforce the necessary sanitary regulations for 
the city. The Common Council refused to consider them. Up- 
on the first appearance of small pox in this city the Board of 
Health promptly and urgently advised the Common Council to 
take precautions against the spread of the loathsome and fatal 
disorder. This, also, the Council neglected to do. 

The Common Council of Kew Orleans in common with some 
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other bodies, of similar organizations and powers, Entertain a 
])leasingly favorable opinion of their own capacity judiciously 
to use power, and wisely to enact laws on all matters, those of 
hygiene included, but are unwilling to trust the direction of 
sanitary matters to a body, fairly representing the interest of 
the community, and most of whom by education and experience 
may in sanitary matters be classed as experts. 

The gross neglect of health and life of the people shown by 
the Common Council of Kew Orleans (with some honorable 
personal exceptions) makes it evident that trie power to pass 
and enforce sanitary regulations for New Orleans should be 
confided to the Board of Health as the only means of securing 
prompt and intelligent and therefore effectual care of the 
l)ublic health. 

As the population of Xew Orleans is one quarter of 
the whole population of the State, and all travel and commerce 
center here, and hence radiate throughout the conmionweaJth, 
it is manifest that the care of the health of its people should be 
committed to interested and skillful hands. 

During the summer the attention of this Body having been 
brought to the numerous accidents arising from the use, for 
illuminating purposes, of fluids derived from petroleum, a 
report upon the subject was prepared by the President, assisted 
by Dr. Perry, Health Oflcer, and, by order of the Board ot 
Health, published in all the papers of the city, for the benefit 
of those interested. The Board of Health are satisfied that the 
only mode of protection of the community, is by a general law 
providing what oils or fluids derived from coal shall be sold for 
illuminating purposes, and providing stringent penalties for 
violation of the same. They therefore recommend legislation 
on this subject. The accidents from this source in the city of 
>'ew Orleans alone number hundreds each year. 

YELLOW FEVER. 

On July 17, Peter Labasse was taken sick with yellow fever ; 
two days in the city, twelve days fi^om Havana, eight of which 
he was detained at quarantine. He died with black vomit on 
the 19(h. The house was taken charge of by the Sanitary 
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Police, uuder the supervisiou of Dr. Perry, Health Officer. The 
bedding and clothing of deceased were burned, the house 
famigated with sulphurous acid, and drains and vaults dis- 
infected with sulphate of iron and carbolic acid. 

On August 26, a case considered by the attending physicians 
to he yellow fever, was reported on Eoyal street, and was 
removed to the Hospital of the French Benevolent Society. 
When seen by members of the Board of Health, on the eighth 
day of the disease, he was very yellow, had epigastric tender- 
ness, red and spongy gums, albumen, but no bile in the urine. 
He recovered slowly and with difficulty. This patient stated 
that he had yellow fever in 1858, at Pascagoula. 

On September 30, the Captain of the British ship Belgravia 
was taken sick, and the next day two boys belonging to the crew. 
The Captain had a severe paroxysm of fever of twenty-four 
hours duration, leaving him much prostrated with conjunctive 
yellow, and gums red and easily bleeding. 

He stated that he had an attack of yellow fever twenty years 
before in Pemambuco. 

The two boys before mentioned, were taken to the Charity 
Hospital. One died on the fourth day of the disorder, the 
other recovered. Both had black vomit largely, and presented 
all the customary symptoms of yellow fever. They were typical 
cases. 

The Belgravia was direct from Liverpool ; cargo principally 
salt and crates of crockery, had not been within fifteen miles of 
land on her passage. Her previous voyage was fipom this port 
to LiverpooL In coming up the Mississippi river the Belgravia 
had not come in contact with vessels . fix)m the yellow fever 
ports, nor did any such craft lie near her, before the appear- 
ance of these cases of sickness. The Captain of the ship had 
quarters in town several blocks from the ship, the boys staid on 
shipboard. 

Another case of yellow fever was brought to the Charity 
Hospital on the eighth of October, from a British ship, which 
had been lying in this port one month, and had come direct 
from Liverpool. The case was considered well marked and 
resulted in recovery. 

2 
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H. D. Baldwin, M. D.j resident physician at quarantine, 
iimishes the following statement of cases of infected ships, and 
Lumber of cases of yellow fever, which arrived from foreign 
)orts after the issuing of the Executive proclamation, of date 
^laylS, 1869: 

" The sick were taken from the vessels, placed in the hospital, 
i.nd the vessels thoroughly fumigated; and only allowed to pro- 
leed after such detention and cleansing as would prevent their 
jarrying infection. 

" Schooner Andromeday arrived from Havana the last week 
n June ; one case — sailor. Eecovered. 

" Schooner Jacinto, from Tampico, August 3 ; three cases. 
Recovered. 

"Schooner Cecilia, from Tampico, August 19; two cases. 
Recovered. 

"Steamship Trade Wind, from Belize, September 19, two 
^ses. One death. 

" Bark Aureliana, from Havana, October 30 ; one case. Died. 

Forty-one vessels, arriving from ports declared infected by 
)roclamation, were quarantined, thoroughly fumigated, and 
bllowed to proceed only after the detention required by law.'' 

SMALL POX. 

Early in October, Dr. F. B. Albers, by instruction, made a 
ipecial report to the Board of Health in regard to this disease. 
Prompt action was taken, and immediate application made to 
he Common Council for the passage of an ordinance giving to 
he Board of Health power to isolate cases of small pox and to 
ffectually disinfect premises contaminated by the disease. 

The Common Council did nothing. By authority of the 
ilayor of the city, in response to personal application made by 
)ne or more members of the Board of Health, the materials for 
lisinfection were famished by the city, and the sanitary officers 
empowered to send cases of this disease to the city small pox 
lospital. 

There being no law of the city requiring cases to be moved to 
lospital, or causing premises to be vacated when deemed 
lexjessary by the Board of Health, the sanitary company re- 
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ceived orders from their superiors to remove none save those 
who were willing to go. Thus the only truly efficacious method 
of limiting the spread of the disease, save vaccination, was 
taken away from the Board of Health, and with their utmost 
exertions, only limited good was effected in the direct control of 
the spread of the disease. 

There exists in the minds of many persons the deeply seated 
idea that power granted to a board of health, in cases of danger 
of deadly contagion, to remove one sick with the disease which 
creates the contagion, from his home to a suitable hospital (a 
removal involving but limited suffering or danger to the 
patient), is an infringement upon the rights of the citizen, of 
the man, of the family. 

Society has a right to protect itself, a right to choose the 
least of two evils. The necessity for the action spoken of 
might sometimes be painful ; however, hardship is experienced 
in the working of both human and divine arrangements. 

Illustration may prove more brief than argument. 

A member of a family becomes insane, is violent, attempts to 
kill other members of his family, and continuously threatens the 
lives of his neighbors. By the help of the police or otherwise, 
he is secured without delay, and on the certificate of a medical 
man, or two, is incarcerated, perhaps for years, for the good of 
society. 

A member of a family is taken ill with small pox; he 
threatens the life of the family, he poisons his neighbors, 
spreading disease, disfigurement and death, and the neighbors 
poison a city. A few neglected cases in October have up to 
this date, poisoned hundreds, disfigured them for life, and killed 
one hundred and twenty. 

Wherein is a man with small pox, better than an insane man! 
The idea that society may not protect itself from the ravages 
of small pox by the isolation of cases effected in a humane man- 
ner, is false philanthropy and evinces a narrow and unphiloso- 
phical view of the relation of the rights of society to the liberty 
of the citizen. 

VACCINATION. 

Fresh vaccine was provided by purchase in September, notice 
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of the same given in the public journals, aud it has since that 
time been furnished gratuitously to all physicians who have 
made application. Two hundred and fifty poitions have been 
distributed from this office alone, beside the large amount 
afforded to the medical profession by the Health Officers, The 
vaccine virus has acted with great energy and among the large 
number of vaccinations no instance is known of any seriously 
untoward result. One child previously in different years 
vaccinated thirteen times, the last four times by a member of 
the Board (three times with lymph), this year was successfully 
vaccinated, being the fourteenth attempt. 

Some discussion has occured as to the efficacy of the vaccine 
virus as passed through the negro race. The exi>erience of the 
year as far as known shows that such transmission apparently 
increases the energy of the virus, without unpleasant results. 

Two locations were selected in each district of the city, where 
vaccination was daily i)erformed gratuitously to all who desired 
it, and public notice ot the same given in the daily papers. 
The Fisk school (for whites) being in the focus of infection was 
visited by the Health Officer earlier than any other of the First 
District, and vaccination repeated until all were considered 
secure. 

As the pupils of the schools for colored chillren were largely 
unprotected, and (with the exception of those belonging to the 
before mentioned school) more especially exposed to the disease 
tlian other school children, the Health Officers were directed to 
vaccinate them without delay, and immediately thereafter the 
schools for white children were visited. 

The det-ails of the work of va<x5ination will be found in the 
respective reports of the Health Officers. 

In the latter part of December, the Common Council repealed 
that part of the ordinances creating Health Officers and the 
work of vaccination has ceased. 

The Board of Health have now no one to carry out any design 
of a sanitary nature which they may deem desirable. 

IMEASLES. 

This disease prevailed as an epidemic part of the year, the 
cases numbering thousands and the <loaths by it being two 
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Quarantine regulations "have been carefully enforced. It is 
believed that no infected- vessel or goods have reached this port, 
and npon the case of yellow fever occnring in July in the person 
of yonng Labasse, the period of quarantine was somewhat in 
creased to insure that no case of unusually prolonged incubation 
should elude detention. 

As was stated in the beginning of this report, the Board of 
Health have labored under all the difficulties, financial and 
legal, that their predecessors could bring in opposition. The 
Board of Health has, by attention to its affairs and careful 
economy, brought its current expenses within its receipts. It 
is believed that when repairs shall have been completed, and 
the expenses incident to new erections met, that the Board of 
Health and Quarantine will be maintained without necessity 
for further appropriation from the funds of the State. Appended 
follows "An act to amend an act to establish Quarantine for the 
protection of the State ; ^ which the Board of Health recommend 
to your honorable body for adoption: 

AN ACT to amend an Act entitled '*An Act to establish Quarantine for the 
protection of the State." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre- 
sentatives of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened^ 
That the title of an act entitled "An act to establish Quaran- 
tine for the protection of the State,'' approved March 15, 1855, 
be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: An act to 
establish Quarantine for the protection of the State, to create 
a Board of Health, and to define its powers and duties. 

Sec. 2. Be it furth&r enacted^ etc.y That section second of 
said act be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 
There shall be a Board of Health composed of nine competent 
citizens of the State. Three to be elected by the Council of 
New Orleans on joint ballot, and six to be appointed by the 
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Gt)\remoi*, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The said members shall be selected with reference to their 
known zeal in favor of a Quarantine system. The members of 
said Board shall be commissioned by the Governor for the term 
of one year, after having subscribed and filed in the of&ce of 
the Secretary of State, an oath well and truly to enforce and 
comply with the provisions of said act, and of this amended act; 
and in case of neglecting or failing to comply with said required 
oath within ten days after their appointment or election, their 
office shall be considered vacant. 

The said Board shall have power to appoint Sanitary In- 
spectors, not to exceed six in number, one for each of the four 
districts of the city of Kew Orleans, and one for the City of 
Jefferson, and one for the portions of the parishes of Orleans 
and Jefferson situated upon the right bank of the Mississippi 
river; which said Inspectors for the said four districts of the 
city of Kew Orleans, shall be in place and in lieu of the four 
Health officers, now appointed by the Council of ^ew Orleans. 
The annual salaries of each of said Inspectors shall not exceed 

the sum of dollars ; and said salaries shall be 

paid by the respective cities and parishes for which said lu- 
8i)ectors shall be appointed — the parish of Orleans right bank 
of the Mississippi river paying two-thirds, and the parish of 
Jefferson right bank paying one-third of the salary of the 
Inspector appointed for said portions of said parishes. Said 
Inspectors shall be subject to removal at the pleasure of said 
Board. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ etc.. That section sixth of said 
act shall be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Sec. 6. That the Board of Health shall authorize the resident 
physician to employ an assistant physician at the 
quarantine ground on the Mississippi river, who shall act as 
his deputy, and whose salary shall not be more than two thou- 
sand dollars a year. The Board of Health shall have power to 
employ nurses and assistants to attend the sick, and such other 
persons as may be necessary to carry out proper quarantine 
regulations, and to fix their compensation; to fix the number of 
days of quarantine for vessels liable to it under sections ninth 
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aud tbirteeuth of this act, uot to be less thau teu days ; to de- 
termiue how said quarantine shall be perfonned, and to make all 
legal regulations not provided by this act, nor contrary to the 
same, and necessary to carry out a proper system of quaran- 
tine, and to enforce the same by fine, not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars; to make rules and regulations for preserving good 
order and police within the limits of the quarantine ground, and 
to impose penalties for the breach thereof; to contract for the 
necessary buildings at the quarantine grounds; to appoint a 
Secretary, who shall act as Treasurer, whose salary shall be fif- 
teen hundred dollars a year, and who shall furnish security in 
a sum of ten thousand dollars. It shall be his duty to keep a 
minute of the proceedings of the Board, and all vouchers and 
expenditures made by authority of said Board. 

The said Board shall have power to remove or cause to be re- 
moved any substance, matter or thing, which they may deem 
detrimental to health, whether such substance, matter or thing 
be in the cities of New Orleans or Jefferson, or in the parishes 
of Orleans or Jefferson on the right bank of the Mississippi river, 
and the respective Street Commissioners of said cities, and the 
Police Juries of said parishes, shall, without delay, execute the 
orders of said Board with reference to the removal of such sub- 
stance, matter or thing, and the expenses necessarily incurred 
in making such removal, as well as those incurred for purposes 
of disinfection and removal of sick persons, shall be borne re- 
spectively by said cities and said portions of said parishes from 
which such removal or wherein such disinfection shall take 
place. The said Board shall have power to pass and enforce 
by adequate fine, not in any case to exceed fifty dollars, sani- 
tary ordinances for and within the cities of New Orleans and 
Jefferson, and the parishes of Orleans and Jefferson, on the 
right bank of the Mississippi river, and for the purpose of en- 
forcement of said ordinances, as well as of this act, and the act 
entitled " an act to establish Quarantine for the protection of 
the State,'' and the amendments thereto, the said Board shall 
liiive power to sue in its own name in any civil court having 
competent jurisdiction, for any fines or pecuniary liabilities im- 
posed by said ordinances, or by said acts or amended acts, and 
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said flues or monej's so recovered shall become a portion of the 
funds of said Board. 

And should anj'^ street commissioner or street contractor, or 
any person contracting or employed to clean the streets, after 
having been duly notified, neglect or refuse to obey any neces- 
sary sanitary order or ordinance of said Board, coming 
within the purview of this act, such street commissioner or 
street contractor or person contracting or employed to clean 
the streets, shall be held personally liable, the same as if 
the matter or thing complained of was by his original fault. 

The Board shall have control of the Sanitary Police within 
the aforesaid cities and the said portions of the aforesaid par- 
ishes, when such Sanitary Police is upon duty, which force 
shall at all times consist of not less than one ofQcer for each of 
the four districts of the city of New Orleans, one for the city 
of Jefferson, and one for the parishes of Orleans and Jefferson, 
on the right bank of the Mississippi river; and in case of an 
actual or threatened epidemic, said Board shaU have power to 
call upon the Board of Metropolitan Police for such additional 
sanitary police force as said Board of Health shall deem neces- 
sary. 

The Board of Health shall have power to define the duties of 
officers employed by them, and impose additional duties to 
officers appointed under this act ; to issue warrants to any 
constable, police officer or sheriff in the State ; to apprehend 
and remove such person or persons as cannot otherwise be 
subjected to the provisions of this act, or who shall have 
violated the same ; and whenever it shall be necessary so to 
do, to issue their warrant to the sheriff of the city or 
parish where any vessel may be, having violated the provisions 
of this act, commanding him to remove said vessel to the quar- 
antine ground and arrest the officer thereof, all which warrants 
shall be executed by the officer to whom the same shall be 
directed, who shall possess the like powers in the execution 
thereof, and be entitled to the same compensation, as if the 
the same had been duly issued out of any court of the State. 
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BBPOBT OP H. D. BALDWIN. 

QuABAiTTiNB^ La., December 1, 1869. 

His Excellency H. C. Wanuoth, Qovemor of LoQisiana : 

Sib — I have the honor to submit the following report of cases 
of yellow fever which arrived in varioius vessels from foreign 
ports after the issuing of the Executive Proclamation : 

The sick were taken from the vessels, placed in the hospital, 
and the vessels thoroughly fumigated, and only allowed to 
proceed to the city after such detention and cleansing as would 
prevent their conveying infection. 

Sefaoonar Andromeda arrived firom Havana the last week in 
June, one case, sailor, recovered; schooner Jacinta, firom Tam- 
pioOy August 3, three cases, recovered ; steamship Trade Wind, 
firom Belize, September 19, two cases, one death ; schooner 
Geoilia, firom Tampioo, August 19^ two cases, recovered ; bark 
Aureliana, from Havana, October 30, one case, one death. 

Forty-one vessels arriving firom ports declared to be infected 
by proclamation were quarantined, thoroughly fhmigated, and 
only allowed to proceed to the city after the detention required 
by law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. D. BALDWIN, M. D., 

Besident Physician. 
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BBPOETS OF HEALTH OFPIOBES. 



Report of Health Officer^ First District. 

Kew Orleans, La., December 31, 1869. 

To the Honorable Presideiit and Members of the Board of Health, State of Louisiana : 

Oentlemen — ^I herewith submit to your honorable body my 
report of the sanitary condition of the First District of the City 
of New Orleans for the year ending December 31, 1869. 

There has not a single case of yellow fever occurred in 
the First District, and the City has been perfectly healthy, 
with the exception of quite a number of cases of small pox, of 
which there were in 

May 2 cases. 

August 3 " 

September 4 " 

October 25 " 

November 116 " 

December 125 " 

Total 275 " 

There are such large numbers of persons in the city who are 
entirely unprotected from an attack of small pox, having never 
been vaccinated, who are careless and indifferent about the 
necessary precautions to prevent attacks of this disease, that it 
is difficult to say to what proportion it may yet attain. Although 
the authority of the Health Officers is exceedingly circum- 
scribed, still they have done much to check this disease by 
vaccinating all those who would avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of having it done, of which there were in. 

September 21 

October. . . 57 

November 809 

December 234 

Total 1121 

The President of the Board of Health suggested the follow- 
ing plan f(M* disinfecting the premises when small pox bad 
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made ita appearaaoe. Whenever a small pox patient left his 
room by recovery, removal to the hospital, or death, all his 
clothing, bedding, fomitnre, &c., were subjected to a thorough 
fumigation with &ee chlorine. The gas was generated by 
placing one pound each by weight of black oxide of maganese, 
common salt and water (one pint of the latter) in an earthen 
or wooden vessel and pouring upon the mixture two pounds by 
weight, of sulphuric add. Allopenings were kept closed for 
eight or ten days, then free ventilation maintained till all odor 
of chlorine disappeared, and the disinfection was declared 
complete. 

This proceeding has been so successful that there did not 
occur a single case in any of the adjoining rooms or houses, 
unless they had come into actual contact with the patient him- 
self. 

Great credit is due to officer J. Stitch, and his assistants, of 
the Sanitary Company, Metropolitan Police, for the faithful and 
fearless manner in which they have toiled late and early for the 
suppression of this fearful epidemic with which we are threat- 
ened. 

In January, 1869, when I undertook the duties of Health 
Officer, the streets, gutters, yards, privy vaults, and a gieat 
many premises were in such a filthy condition as to constitute 
perfect nuisances, and according to a plan suggested by the 
President of the Board (Of Health, a thorough inspection of 
each house, lot, yard, their supply of water, drainage, condition 
of privy vaults, and general condition was made, and entered 
into regular books kept for that purpose, which are always 
open for inspection and reference at the office of the Sanitary 
Company. By the first day of July the entire First District 
had been thoroughly inspected and cleaned, and its healthy 
condition can be in a great measure attributed to the efficient 
manner in which it has been done. 

Total number of inspections for the year 1869 .... 12,656 

Premises in good order 8,380 

Premises in bad order 4,276 

Total 12,666 
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I would respedfbUy suggest that tlie present system of dis- 
posing of the contents of privy vaults by bvi^ets and night 
carts be abolished ; that the latter be made of iron or some 
strong material, and be air tight and so ecmstmeted that the 
air would be exhausted, by which means all that would be re- 
quired to fill a cart would be to turn a stop-cock, and the 
ecmtents of the privy could be transferred to the cart. Should 
night contractors also be required to disinfect tiiose places 
slu»rtly b^re emptying them, they might pursue their labors 
at all hours of the day, and there would be no occasion to 
poison the atmosphere of the city because people are asleep 
and do not know that the air reeks with disease-bearing stench. 

The new system of dry earth closets promises to pvereome all 
these difficulties, but I am of the opinion that it has not been 
sufficiently tried to entitle it to all those blessings which its ad- 
vocates claim for it The charcoal at least which is here sub- 
stituted for the dry earth, will neither take the latter's place as 
a disinfectant nor as a fertilize. 

Fifty deaths by burning, principally tcom coal oil explosions, 
have taken place in the city during the last year, and notwith- 
standing that the President of the Board of Health, by the ex- 
penditure of much time and patience in skilled research, was 
enabled to warn the community of the explosive nature of the 
coal oil as sold in various i>arts of the city, still accidents of 
that kind are ol almost daily occurrence, and will require some 
legislative action to prevent unscrupulous dealers from flooding 
this market with dangerous illuminating fluids, which they are 
prohibited from selling in other places. 

The Board of Aldermen passed, for reasons of economy only, 
an (ordinance abolishing the twenty- ninth and thirtieth sections 
of the health ordinanoe, which was signed by the Mayor of the 
dty on December 29, and the office of health Officer is accor- 
dingly abolished; which is the more to be regretted, as under 
the present efficient administration of the Board of Health 
much permanent good for the city might have been accom- 
plished, to which the labors of the health officers would have 
contributed considerably, and the city would have been bene- 
fited for more than ten times the amount of their salaries. 
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The ordmance repealing the above secticm provides that the 
eity physidaiiB shidl assume the duties of the health officers, 
when the office of city physician has already been abolished for 
more than a year by ^e Metropolitan Police law, which pro- 
vides that the police surgeons are to do the duties previously 
performed by the city physician. 

Very respectfully yours, 

F. B. ALBBES, M. D., Health Officer. 



Report of Health Officer y Second District. 

Nsw Oblsans, December 31, 1869. 

To the Honorable President and Members of the Board of Health, State of Louisiana : 

Gentlemen — ^One among the most important means for a 
thorough application of the sanitary regulations of a large city 
like Kew Orleans, a thorough house to house inspection, was 
commenced in January, 1869, and completed in the latter half 
of the same year by the Sanitary Police. It was made in 
accordance with the instruction of the health officers and under 
their general direction. Various points which are known to 
bear an important relation to public health were reported upon. 

The average number of inmates to each house was found to 
be seven, a good number considering the small size of most of 
the houses in the Second District. 

Hydrant or river water is used by 54 per cent, of the houses. 

Cistern water in 27 

Hydrant and cistern both in .... 19 

The ground upon which the houses are built is well drained 
and high ; only one i)er cent, of the houses having wet, badly 
drained yards. 

That portion of the Second District between Eampart street 
and the river is well paved, and the streets and gutters are 
usually kept very clean j back of Eampart street the streets 
and gutters are frequently in a very filthy condition. 

The number of inspections made during the year 1869, by 
the detachment of sanitary police in this district was twelve 
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thousand one hundred and ten (12,110). Two thotLfiaUd four 
hundred and seven (2,407) violations of various sections of the 
Health Ordinances were found, and the requirements of the 
law enforced. I have notified the Street Commissioner and his 
deputies many times of neglect of duty on the part of those per- 
sons whose duty it was to keep the streets, gutters and public 
places clean, but these notices have not been often promptly at- 
tended to; and the Health Officer has been almost powerless to 
abate nuisances, caused or allowed by the municipal authorities. 
For nuisances committed by private individuals, the law has 
sufficient and prompt remedy and it has always been effectually 
employed. 

This is shown already by the two following cases : 

Two vessels arrived at the levee with cargoes of fruit from 
Europe late in summer, which were in an advanced state of pu- 
trefaction and exceedingly offensive ; the owner was notified 
not to bring any of the unsound iruit ashore into the city, and 
several of the Sanitary Police were stationed at the wharves to 
prevent any from being taken into the city; in consequence 
more than four thousand entire boxes of decayed oranges and 
lemons were thrown into the current of the river, which might 
otherwise have been distributed through the city, causing much 
sickness; again as contrasted with this case: on the levee near 
the French Market, and around the market, piles of decaying 
vegetable matter are allowed to lie for days, poisoning the air 
around, from sheer neglect of the city officials, although their 
attention has been repeatedly called to this condition of affairs. 

One case of yellow fever only, occurred in this District during 
the year; it was imported from Havana and the symptoms 
were well marked; the house was, after the death of the patient, 
thoroughly fumigated, and bedding and clothing destroyed, 
and thus the disease was prevented from radiating from this 
focus ; a few other cases were reported, but upon investigation 
were found not to be yellow fever cases. 

In August I assisted in making an investigation of the dan- 
gerous properties of the different coal oils sold in the city, a 
report of which has already been given to the Board of Health. 

The small pox commenced in the Second District about the 
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middle of October, although a great deal of the disease had ex- 
isted in the First District for more than a month before. 

On the first of November, in accordance with instructions 
from the Board of Health, I established a depot for the gratui- 
tous vaccination of the public, where I vaccinated, during No- 
vember and December, 178 persons. I examined all the chil- 
dren of the white and colored schools to see how large a pro- 
portion were unprotected from small pox by vaccination. Of 
the white children five per cent, were found unprotected^ of the 
colored children sixty-six per cent, were found unprotected. 
There being no rule or law compelling the school children to be 
vaccinated, I only vaccinated those whose parents were willing. 
I have vaccinated all the colored schools in this district, and 
all but two of the white schools ; in all 300 children. In the 
parish prison 121. Total number of persons vaccinated 518. 

AU those whom I vaccinated were admonished to return, so 
that I might collect vaccine matterto be used or distributed by 
the Board of Health, but not one in ten did so, for the reason 
that the parents gave the vaccine to their neighbors, who vac- 
cinated their own children; so that for every child vaccinated 
by me, probably not less than ten were vaccinated from it. 

ALFEED W. PEEEY, M. D., 

Health Officer. 



Report of tlie Health Officer ^ Third District 
To the Honorable President and Members of the Board of Health : 

Gentlemen—- I have the honor to submit the following an- 
nual report of the operations of this office for the year ending 
December 31, 1869: 

The total number of premises inspected by the Sanitary Po- 
lice acting under my instructions were 11,699. Of this number 
there were 995 violations of health ordinances reported, and 
the requirements of the law enforced. Of the 995 violations 
reported 377 were (sections one and two) depositing and keep- 
ing oflfal, filth and offensive matter in and on the premises ; 690 
were (section 13) privies running over and in bad condition ; 
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the remaining 25 were of sections 4, 11 and 27. This amount of 
inspection was aGC<Miiplished, and the district throughout was 
put in a perfect sanitaiy condition by the first of July. 

Of small pox nine cases only have been reported in this dis- 
trict up to the date of this report. The first case occurred No- 
vember 20^ in house I^o. 114 Spain street I caused the pre- 
mises immediately to be fumigated with fbee chlorine gas, and 
the inmates of the house, together with ttie immediate nei^- 
bors who were unprotected, I vaccinated. This course was 
likewise pursued with the other eight cases that occurred sub- 
sequently in other parts of the district ; the result is that in 
no case has there occurred a second case of the disease in the 
same or adjoining buildings. In compliance with your c(Hn* 
munication on vaccinaticm, I will state that the vaccine matter 
was received fiY)m the Board of health, and its action proved it 
to be of excellent quality. 

Two hours a day were devoted exclusively to free vaodna- 
tion during the past two months. The total numba: of appli- 
cants 723. Of this number there were 447 colored and 276 
white ; 220 had previously been vaccinated. Of the 723 cases 
606 proved successM, 94 imperfect and 123 result not known. 
Of the total number 442 were in public schools, 200 at office No. 
99 Enghien street, and 81 at office comer of Poydras and Earn- 
part streets. ' 

The streets and gutters throughout the district are kept in 
fair condition ; the gutters have been run with fresh water from 
the water boxes on the river side most of the year. 

The greatest neglect on the part of the street contractor for 
this district has been in foiling to remove the piles of street 
scrapings at the specified time. 

The grade of the streets and gutters in this district is good. 

I would respectfully call your attention to one important san- 
itary defect connected with private property, both improved 
and vacant. There are a large number of lots which require 
filling a foot or more to make them as high as the banquette. 
In their present condition stagnant water collects and remains 
indefinitely. In many houses the sleepers supporting the lower 
floors are not at sufficient height above the ground to allow free 
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ventilation. The bad results arising from this condition being 
evident, measures should be adopted to remedy this great sani- 
tary defect. The prevailing diseases in this district during the 
past year have been of a bilious and malarious character, with 
the exception of the several cases of small pox already mentioned 
in this report. Ko yeUow fever reported. 

I have collected a large number of vaccine scabs during the 
past two months; most of this has been distributed to phy- 
sicians. 
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Public and Private MarkeU. 



STREET. 



Uniou 

Moreau and Frenchman 
Bourbon and Union .... 

Bourbon 

Bourbon , 

St. Bernard, Public 

Le Breton, Public 

St. Claude , 

Music and Burgundy. . . 

Poet and Daupbine 

Burgundy and Spain . . . 
Marigny and Danphine. 
Ureatmen 



Port Market, Public. 

Ijesaeps 

Port Street 

Louisa Street 

Washington Public. 



NO. 



108 



427 
411 



532 



535 



NAME. 



CONDITION. 



A. Bourgene Clean. 

eT. Escate (Clean. 

B. Lafontine IClean. 

P. Clavier jClean. 

M. Pompey iClean. 

P. Amond (Com) . . . IClean. 
B. A. Michel (Com) Clean. 

J. P. Bo vide jClean. 

W. W. Long |Clean. 

J. Mouleseem .Clean. 

John Mare IClean. 

J. L. Loulas : 'Clean. 

M. Owens IClean. 

J. Buchmond (Com) Clean, 

P. Landre. . . , 'Clean. 

J. Abadie IClean. 

Victor Cutter jClean. 

A. Eosseau (Com) . IClean. 



J. T. JACKSON, M. B., 
Health Officer. 
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Report of Health Officer j Fourth I)i8trict. 

New Orleans, La., December 31, 1869. 

To the Hdnorable President and Members of the Board of Health : 

Gentlemen — I have the honor to submit a summary report 
of my labors as the Health Officer of the Fourth Metropolitan 
District of this city, for the quarter ending December 31, 1869, 
this being the entire time of my service. I regret to report 
that the duties of health officers have been limited, by reason 
of political animosity emanating from the late Common Council 
of this city. Their well-known hostUity to the officers of the 
Board of Health culminated in their abrogation of Sections 29 
and 30 of the Health Ordinance of the city of New Orleans. 

Permit me to call the attention of your honorable body to 
the importance of urging the present Council of the city to re- 
enact these two sections, but just repealed by its predeces- 
sors. Not from personal consideration do I urge this matter, 
but for the preservation of the public health and the enforce- 
ment of proper sanitary laws and reforms. 

yellow fever. 

On the twenty-first day of September, the ship Belgravia, 
Captain Andrew Orkney, arrived from Liverpool, direct, with a 
clean bill of health. She had no sickness during the voyage 
and did not pass within fifteen miles of any land. On the 
thirtieth instant the Captain was attacked with symptoms sim- 
ulating yellow fever. On the first day of October, two of her 
crew were suddenly and violently attacked with all the symp- 
toms of yeUow fever, and were at once removed to the Charity 
Hospital, where one of the cases terminated in death, preceded 
by black vomit, on the second day of his admission. The other 
case presented all of the marked characteristics of yellow fever 
— even black vomit, but resulted favorably. 

SMALL POX. 

Owing to the appearance of small pox within our midst, mea- 
sures were at once taken to afford our entire population, both 
white and colored, protection from its ravages, by means of grat- 



Digitized by 



Google 



[29 1, 

uitous vaccination, immediate removal of all small pox patient-^ 
to the pest hospital, and the thorough fumigation of the houses, 
clothing and bedding of all such persons. I regret to have to add 
that the removal of small pox patients to the hospital was pre- 
vented by reason of police interference, very soon after the 
outbreak of the disease. 

VACCINATION. 

Out of the five hundred and nine colored pupils attending 
the public schools within the Fourth District, three hundred 
and sixteen have been vaccinated — one hundred and six never 
had been vaccinated. Fifty-six had been vaccinated, but with- 
out success, and thirty-one were protected by having had the 
small pox. I vaccinated and re- vaccinated two hundred and 
seventy-one. Offices were opened at two points for the vacci- 
nation of the public, and the numbers that daily presented 
themselves, gave gratifying evidence of the confidence in, and 
appreciation of the gift by the community. 

I have to report my inability to vaccinate the white pupils 
attending public schools within the Fourth District by reason 
of the singular conduct of Dr. Zehender, a school director, who 
forbade the teacher permitting the health officer to vaccinate 
the pupils under their charge: The reason of this opposi- 
tion is not known. It could not have been from apprehension 
of impurity of the virus, for the fact is on record that this Dr. 
Zehender obtained from the Board of Health supplies of the 
very vaccine material he was so loth to have the health officers 
use. 

SLAUGHTEE HOUSES. 

In the Fourth District there are forty slaughter houses in di- 
rect violation of an act of the Legislature passed during the 
last session, requiring the removal of all slaughter houses to a 
point below the limits of the city. 

The butchers are making arrangements to comply with the 
popular demand, and remove their establishments, and it is 
probable that the defilement of the air and water of the city 
from this source will soon cease. Every consideration of pubf 
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lie health demands their removal below the incorporated limita 
of the city. It is of equal moment that the soap and bone boil- 
ing, the sausage making and the glue manufacturing establish- 
ments be also removed from within the limits of the city. Pro- 
ceedings have been instituted against these establishments in 
both the Eecorder's and the District Courts for violation of 
health and city ordinances 5 but the oftenders have simply to 
go into court with their friends and swear that there is no nui- 
sance connected with their business, and exhibit their permits 
from the late city council, to come oft triumphant. 

DRAINAGE. 

The Fourth District is imperfectly drained by reason of the 
want of uniformity in the general plan of drainage. The 
want of a free supply of water is most urgent, and should 
receive the immediate attention of those having this public 
trust in charge. The whole rear of the Fourth District is un- 
drained by reason of the irregularity of the level of the gutters, 
which are nothing more than ditches dug along the sides of the 
streets. New Orleans must continue to bear its present unenviable 
reputation of being the dirtiest and most unhealthy city in Amer- 
ica, unless sufficient power be given your honorable body to 
make it more than a Board of Health in name. The Legislatiu*e 
should confer upon it discretionary power, not only to enforce 
but to enact wholesome sanitary laws. 

HEBER SMITH, M. D., Health Officer. 



Office Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 

To the Members of the Board of Health : 

I have the honor to submit the enclosed detailed reports of 
the receipts and disbursements of moneys from this office from 
November 13, 1868, to December 31, 1869, inclusive. 

The amount received from the appropriation by State Legisla- 
ture of 1869, for the relief of the Board, was twenty thousand 
($20,000) dollars, and the balance of appropriation of 1807 was 
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six thousand eighty-four dollars and eight cents ($0,084 08), 
amounting in all to twenty-six thousand and eighty-four dollars 
and eight cents ($26,084 08). 

It will be seen that the sum of eleven thousand eighty-six 
dollars and forty-five cents ($11,086 45), has already been dis- 
bursed in paying liabilities contracted by our predecessors, and 
iour thousand eight hundred and twenty-three dollars and 
sixty-eight cents ($4,823 68) has been expended for materials 
and repairs, at the Quarantine Station, Mississippi river. 

The Board is still liable for about five hundred ($500) dollars, 
old claims against the Board, and four thousand six hundred 
and six dollars and twenty cents ($4,606 20), due for repairs at 
the Quarantine Station, Mississippi river, already contracted 
for, against three thousand, three hundred and forty-eight 
dollars and seventy-three cents ($3,348 73) — amount of cash on 
hand. 

The report of current receipts and expenditures shows, that 
the quarantine establishments have been self-sustaining dur- 
ing the past year. 

At the close, I also submit the mortuary report for the year 
1869. 

S. C. EUSSELL, M. D., 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Board. 

New Orleans, December 31, 1869. 
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Treasurer of Board of Health in Account with the State of Louisiana 

De. 



Al»PROPiaATION FUNDS, 

To State warrantsappropriationby Legislatnreof 1869..|20,000 00 
To State warrants, balance of appropriation by Legis- 
lature of 1867 , 6,084 08 

$26,084 08 

Cr. 

hy amount of discount on State warrants $6,825 23 

By cash claim of Dr. H. C. Heilner, resident physician, 
Mississippi Station. 1868 $2,320 23. 

By cash order of Dr. H. C. Heilner 15 40 

By cash claim of Dr. D. McLean, assistant resident phy- 
sician, Mississippi Station 1,171 18 

By cash claim of Dr. J. C. Legare, resident physician, 

Rigolette Station, 1868 1,000 00 

By cash claim of Dr. S. A. Smith, President of Board, bal- 
ance of salary, 1868 749 97 

By cash, Dr. A. Ansell, judgment and costs of court 490 31 

By cash claim of Dr. R. C. White, resident physician, 

Atchafalaya Station, 1868 200 00 

By cash claim of Messrs. Gibson and Austin, attorneys 

for 1867-68 350 00 

By cash, Wilson Gregor, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 

1868 : 44 00 

By cash, Oliver Crawford, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 

1868 220 00 

By cash, Vincent Gregor, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 

1868 66 00 

By cash, John Sisull, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 1868 30 00 

By cash, Diedrick Wichusen, bargemen, Mississippi Sta- 
tion, 1868 220 00 

By cash, John Reese, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 1868 293 33 

By cash, Greorge Chentra, bargeman, Mississippi Station, 

1868 60 00 

By cash, George F.White, bargeman, Atchafalaya Station, 

1868 134 00 

By cash, John Gallagher, bargeman, Atchafalaya Sta- 
tion, 1868 40 00 

By cash, H. Curl, bargeman, Rigolette Station, 1868 31 95 

By cash, George Thorpe, watchman, Mississippi Station, 

1860 293 3:1 

By cash, Sarah Thorpe, matron, Mississippi Station, 1868 220 00 

By cash, Fritz Roseuborth, laborer, Mississippi Station, 

1868 .: : 153 49 

By cash, B. McNamara, cook, Mississippi Station, 1868. . 65 00 

}iy cash. New Orleans Republican, printing in 1868 185 00 

By cash, New Orleans Price Current, year 1868 33 00 

By cash, New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, year 1868.. 31 00 

By cash, New Orleans Crescent, year 1868 31 00 

By cash, New Orleans Times, year 1868 15 00 

By cash, New Orleans Picayune, year 1868 19 00 

By cash, George W. Sizer, office rent, year 1868 1,125 00 

By cash, Mrs. John Gauche, crockery- ware 94 91 



Amount eanied foiwurd. i • . . . i . . . »» .»*44» **» $9,702 10 
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Amoant brought forward (9,702 10 

dy oapsh, C. W. Burckett, groceries for Mississippi Sta- 
tion, in 1868 ia7 00 

By cash, Gk W. Lymao, merchandise 8 85 

By cash, W. H. Henning & Co., groceries, Mississippi 

Station, 1868 91 80 

By cash Crescent City Ice Company, 1868 60 00 

By cash, J<^n DeBlois, wood, Mississippi Station, 1868 24 00 

By cash, J. A. Gresham, stationery, 1868 79 75 

By cash, J. C. Legare, use of boat at Rigolette Station 

1868 : 350 00 

By cash, coal far office, 1868 7 50 

By cash, court costs in suits against the Board 565 45 

Total amount of old claims ap^ainst the board.. $11,086 45 

By cash. Rice Brothers & Co., materials for repairs at 
Mississippi Station, in 1869 129 21 

By cash, Mitchell, Craig & Co., furniture, Mississippi 
Station, 1869 319 25 

By cash, Joseph A. Brown, lumber for Mississippi Sta- 
tion, 1869 132 12 

By cash, Kearny, Blois&Co., merchandise, Mississippi 
Station, 1869 : 67 76 

By cash, William Lunderberg, carpentra work, Missis- 
sippi Station, 1869 80 00 

By cash, advertising proT>osals lor repairs at Mississippi 
Station, 1869 18 75 

By cash, Henry C. Dibble, notarial fees, 1869 15 60 

By cash, A. Graner, drawing i>lan and specificatious 
for repairs at Mississippi Station, 1869 2500 

By cash, interest on borrowed money.... 36 00 

By cash, D. J. Wasspn, first and second payments on 

contract for repairs at Mississippi Station, 1869 4,000 00 

Total amount expended for materials and repairs 
at Mississippi Quarantine Station 4,823 68 

Total amount expended... $22,735 36 

Amount cash on hand • 3,348 72 

$26,064 08 

S. C. RUSSEI^L, M. D., 
Secretary and Treasurer Board of Health, State of Louisiana. 
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Treasurer Board Health in Acoouut with tha State of Louisiana. 

CURRENT FUNDS. 

De. 

To amount received from fees on vessels at the Qnaran- 
tine Station, Mississispi River $23,960 00 

To amount received from fees on vessels at the Quaran- 
tine Station, Rigolettes 3,567 00 

To amount received from fees on vessels at the Quaran- 
tine Station, Brashear 1,037 50 

To amount received from other sources 95 00 

Total amount received from Novemher 13, 1868, to De- 
cember 31, 1869 138,640 10 

Ce, 

BY MISSISSIPPI STATION. 

Faid salary of resident physician, from November 5, 

1868, to December 31, 1869, at (5,000 per annum $5,775 46 

Paid salary of assistant physician, from November 10, 

1868, to December 31, 1869, at $3,000 per annum 2,277 76 

Paid wages of employes from November 10, 1868, to De- 
cember 31, 186^. 3,915 23 

Pftid groceries and provisions for station, from Novem- 
ber 10, 1868, to December 31, 1869 2,187 72 

Paid fuel and coal oil 233 45 

Pafd hospital supplies 139 00 

Paid materials for repairs and improvements S81 18 

Paid freight on supplies to station 130 05 

$15,019 85 

BY RI60LBTTES STATION. 

Piftid salary of resident physician, from May 19 to Octo- 
ber 13, 1869. at $10 per day $1,460 00 

PiiUl wages of employes from May 20 to October 13, 1869 841 37 
Paid wages of collectors at the Old and New Basins.. . 339 10 

Paid boat, signs and sundry expenses for station 368 30 

Paki freight on materials to station 33 75 

3,941 32 

BY ATCHAFALAYA STATION. 

Paid salary of resident physician, from May 1 to Octo- 
ber 31, 1869. six months, at $150 per month $900 00 

Paid wages of employes, from May 1 to October 31, 1869 490 00 
Paid repairs on boat and sundry expenses at station. . . 84 60 

1,474 60 

BY GENERAL EXPENSES. 

Paid salary of President, from November 13, 1868, to 
December 31, 1869, at $2,000 per annum $2,361 10 

Piiid salary of Secretary and Treasurer, from November 
13, 1868, to December 31, 1869, at $2,000 per annum.. 2,361 10 

Paid Mary of clerk, from November 13, 18oiB, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1869 848 00 

Paid legal fees during the year 1869 655 00 

Paid sherifTs fees and court costs during the year of 1869 419 75 

Paid office rent, from November 15, 1866, to December 31, 
1869 675 00 

Amount carried forward $7,119 95 
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JIY GENERAL EXPENSES — C<mtinU€d. 

Amount brought forward $7,119 95 

Faid stationery for office and quarantine stations 348 25 

Paid cleaning Board rooms 85 75 

Paid subscription to city papers 44 00 

Paid advertisements in city papers 188 50 

Paid telegraphing to and from quarantine stations.... 39 90 

Paid materials for experi ments with coal oil 1 8 95 

Paid vaccine virns 62 00 

Paid infected clothing and bedding burned by order of 

board 97 70 

jPaid bunting for Metropolitan Sanitary Company 41 15 

Paid rent of postoffice box, year 1869 8 00 

JPaid repairing safe 17 50 

Paidfnelfor office 15 00 

Paid moving office furniture 13 00 

Paid three boxes for records 9 25 

Paid one copy City Directory 5 00 

Paid repainng clock 2 50 

Paid one coal scuttle for office 1 25 

Paid disinfectants 2 00 

Paid on account of salary of resident physician at Rigo- 

lettes, Quarantine Station. 1868 15 85 

Paid postage and internal revenus stamps 117 50 

Paidice for office 21 50 

Paid incidental exj^enses , - 41 39 

JLmonnt drafts on hand not collected $436 45 

JLmonntcash on hand 456 99 



8,310 89 
127,746 66 



893 44 



3Iew Orleans, December 31, 1>^ 



$28,640 10 

S. C. RUSSELL, M. D., 
Treasurer of Board of Health. 
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MORTUARY REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH- 



From January 3, 1869, to January 2, 1870. 
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VUOLIBEB. 
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MOETUARY BEFOBT— Continued. 
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461 
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Of the foregoing, seven hundred and sixty-four (764) were 
interred on certificate of Coroner, and one hundred and thirt- 
een (113) were reported by the Street Commissioner. 
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MOETUEAEY EEPOBT—Oon«nw^. 



NAT1VIT1K8. 



Africa, 

Austria 

British America. 

Belgium 

Canada 

China 

Denmark 

England 

Frwice 

Germany 

Holland 

Ireland 

Italy 

Mexico 

Madeira 

Norway 

Poland..... . 

Portugal 

Prussia 

Russia 

South America.. 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland .... 

Scotland .... 

Sea 

Turkey 

United States.... 

Unknown 

Wales 

West Indies 

Not stated 

Total. 
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323 435 590 631 560 588 451 46l|520l47^ 



466ra59 392 293 280 352 341 
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10 
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279 

2 

474 

42 
9 
3 
1 
2 
5 

16 
1 
3 

19 
9 

14 

19 

3 

1 

429|3971 

23 
1 

33 
789 



3096001 



S. C. RUSSELL, M. D., 
Secretary Board of Healtli. 



Submitting this report to the honorable Legislature of the 
State, the Board of Health ask them to consider, favorably, the 
sanitary measures recommended therein. 

C, B. WHITE, M. D., 

President Board of Health. 
6 
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REPORT 

ON THE QUALITY OF OILS DERIVED FEOM PETRO- 
LEUM, SOLD FOR ILLUMINATmG PURPOSES IN 
THIS CITY, MADE TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH, 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1869. 



Houorable Board of Health. 

Gentlemen. — I liave the honor to submit a statement of the 
results of the investigation made of the character of the oils or 
fluids derived from petroleum or coal, used for illuminating 
purposes in this city. 

The specimens examined were seventy (70) in number, and 
were procured from the localities given below, by the health 
officers, acting under directions from this office. In their 
examination I have been assisted by Drs, Albers and Perry, 
health officers, of whom the latter has not alone given much 
labor to the investigation, but by his chemical skill rendered 
important services. 

In the table which follows, the most unsafe oils are placed at 
the beginning, and the remainder given by districts. 

By the expression, " vapor ignites," is meant the lowest tem- 
perature at which a particular specimen of coal oil gives off an 
inflammable vapor. This is ascertained by placing a small 
flame near the surfaee of the liquid in process of testing, and 
gradually and careftdly heating the liquid, till vapor is evolved 
as shown by its taking fire, and is spoken of in the body of the 
report as the point at which the vapor bums, or otherwise as 
the " flashing point'' of an oil. 

The expression, " oil ignites," is used to denote the lowest 
temperature at which the oil itself took fire and burned, as 
ascertained by experiment. 
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Report on the Quality of Oils derived from Petroleum. 
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1 Corner Frenchman and Rampart streets (anchor oil) 


2 


2 


63 


2 Corner St Joseph and and St. Charles streets 








95i 



LOCALITY WHERE SOLD. 
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119 


142 


82 


82 


94 


132 


96 


126 



Specific 
gravity 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

37 

38 



No. 15 Danphine street (septoline oil) 

No. 54 Camp street (puroliue oil) 

No. 135 Carondelet street (chrystalized oil) 

Comer Rampart and Dumaine streets (anchor oil) . 

Comer Desire and Love streets (sunlight) 

No. 101 Erato street 



FIRST DISTRICT. 

No. 139 Poydras street (petroline) 

No. 299 Magazine street 

No. 8 Annunciation street 

No. 177 Baronne street 

No. 140 Baronne street 

No. 58 Annunciation street 

No. 3 Carondelet street 

No. 324 Tchonpitoulas street 

Comer Calliope and Constance streets. . . . 

No. 197 Rampart street 

No. 135 Carondelet street 

Comer Clio and Carondelet streets 

Corner Franklin and Perdido streets 

No. 271 Poydras street 

No. 54 Camp street 

No. 364 Magazine street 

Commerce street, near Girod 

Corner Felicity and Prytania* 

Comer Clio and Baronne streets 

Delord street, near Constance 

No. 247 Carondelet street 

Corner Carondelet and St. Joseph streets. 

Corner Julia and Camp streets 

No. 74 Camp street 

No. 74 Camp street 

No. 215 Magazine street 

No. 74 Camp street 

No. 246 Delord 

SECOND DISTRICT 

No. 159 Chartres street 

No. 38 St. Peter street 

No. 23 Dumaine street 



63 
67 
60 



62 



^54 



46 
46 
43i 

48 



48 

43 

49 

45 

45 

44 

45 

49 

45 

44 

45 

44i 

43i 

434 

444 

45 

45 

44 

45 

46 

44 

45 

434 

49 
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[44] 
Rep&rt of the quality of OiU — Continued. 



LOCALITY WHERE SOLD, 
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96 


128 


100 


128 


100 


124 


103 


139 


86 


122 


88 


105 


88 


108 


90 


110 


90 


110 


92 


118 


96 


118 


96 


120 


102 


124 


104 


124 


106 


128 


106 


120 


108 


138 


108 


130 


110 


124 


111 


130 


82 


92 


82 


107 


86 




86 


98 


86 


108 


86 


106 


87 


107 


88 


104 


94 


124 


96 


113 


107 


124 



40 
41 
42 
43 

44 

45 
46 
47 

48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 

60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 



SECOND DiSTBicyt—Cantimted, 

No. 93 St. Peter street 

No. 25 Conde street , 

Corner Bourbon and Customhouse streets 

No. 10 Dumame street 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Comer Levee and St. Ferdinand streets 

Corner Craps and Lafayette streets 

Comer Claiborne and Bagatelle streets 

Comer Claibome and Lapeyrouse streets 

Comer Morales and Union streets 

Comer Louisa and Rampart Streets 

Conner Craps and Union streets 

Comer Love and Frenchmen streets 

Comer Rampart and Union streets 

Coroer Love and Desire street 

Comer Love and Elysian Fields streets..... 

Comer Love and Enghien streets 

Comer Bagatelle and Solidaro streets 

Comer Moreau streets and Lafayette avenue.. 

Comer Elysian Fields and Moreau streets . 

Corner Peace and Royal streets 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Comer Jackson and Laurel streets 

Corner Laurel and Washington streets 

Comer Chippewa and Philip streets 

Comer St. Andrew and Basin streets 

Comer Jackson and Dryades streets 

Comer St. Thomas and Washington streets... 

Comer Jackson and Dryades streets 

Corner Annnunciation and Philip streets 

No. 580 Magazine street 

Comer Rousseau and Fourth streets 

No. 574 Magazine street 



44i 
44i 



48 
45 



44i 
45 
43 
43 



42i 

46 

43 

43 

43 

43 

42 

42 

43 

46i 



47 



48 
45 
46 
43 
46 
46 



By the United States Interual Bevenue law, all oils from 
petroleum, which have a specific gravity of thirty-six degrees 
Baume br less, are denominated paraffine, or lubricating oil . 
between thirty-six and fifty-nine Baume, refined illuminating 
oil, and above fifty-nine degrees Baume, gasoline, benzole, ben- 
zine or naptha. 

The first eight specimens of the table, chemically considered, 
are the light portion of petroleum, from which not less than six 
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distinct hydro-carbons can be isolated, and thongh sold under 
diflerent names aie, as shown by their specific gravity, the 
liquid termed by United States law, and by refiners and man- 
ufacturers in general, benzine, benzole,''gasoline or naptha. 

By reference to the table it will be seen that they give off an 
inflammable, explosive vapor^ which takes fire if a flame be 
brought within one and one-half inches of the fluid, at tempera- 
tures ranging from sixteen to thirty-four degrees below the 
freezing point, and at all temperatures above. 

The ninth specimen is a heavy oil, mixed with a considerable 
amount of benzine. 

The vapors evolved from any specimen of coal oil are explosive 
only when mixed with the oxygen of the air in certain proppr- 
tions. 

These first eight oils furnish vapor so rapidly, that but a few 
moments are required in case of spilUng them in a close, room, 
at ordinary temperature, to produce an inflammable or explosive 
mixture that a point of flame would instantaneously ignite. 

When these liquids are placed, and secured in metal lamps 
entirely away from flame, by careful persons, they can be used 
safely ; but the liquids are more inflammable than gunpowder 
and in the event of leakage or spilling, generate a combustible 
vapor, capable of forming explosive compounds with the atmos. 
phere with extreme rapidity. If such liquids be used in glass 
lamps^ and the lamp while lighted be broken by fall or other- 
wise, the whole fluid bursts into a flame which cannot be extin- 
guished by water, and is of such amount and intensity as cer* 
tainly to cause a serious and probably fatal injury to t^e pc^rson 
whom the accident may betall. 

Fahrenheit. 

Thirteen specimens gave a flashing point from 80 to 90. 

Fifteen 8x>ecimens gave a flashing point from 90 to 100. 

Nineteen specimens gave a flashing point from 100 to 110. 

Fourteen specimens gave a flashing point from .... 110 to 120. 
By the health ordinances of the city of New York, and the 
State law of Massachusetts, it is an offence to sell an oil, save 
for re-manufacture, whose ^^ flashing x>oint " is less than one 
hundred degrees Fahrenheit, or which oil is itself ignited at a less 
temperature than one hundred and ten degrees Fahrenheit. 
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Of the specimens of oil enumerated in the foregoing table, 
tMrty-seveuj more than one-half are, by the health ordinance of 
New York classed as dcmgerom ails^ and by the law of Massa- 
chusetts, required to be branded umajefor iUuminating purposes. 

A lamp was filled with oil from No. 47 of the table, lighted 
and allowed to burn for two hours ; upon being purposely per- 
mitted to fall and be broken, the whole mass of oil instantly 
took fire. 

Lamps filled from Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5, when allowed to fall and 
break, burst into flame, and when water was poured on the 
flame, the oil continued to burn untU entirely consumed. 

Two specimens No. 32 (Virginia brand) and No. 33 (Downer's 
oil) were experimented with in the same manner. The wick 
continued to burn, but the oil did not take fire, and could not 
be lit, though tried repeatedly. This would be the result with 
any oil .whose "flashing point" is one hundred and ten degrees 
and upward. An oil whose flashing point is one hundred 
and ten degrees does not itself take fire and bum till its tem- 
perature is raised to about one hundred and thirty five degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Taking into consederation the much higher average of the 
thermometer in New Orleans than in New York (for nine 
months of the year averaging seventy-three degrees Fahrenheit), 
and the fact that in the summer, for several months, the tem- 
perature is so high that a small increase of heat in the lamp, 
imparted by its own flame, would bring an oil, which gives off 
inflammable vapor at one hundred degrees Fahrenheit, up to 
that point, it is important that no oil furnishing this inflam- 
mable vax)or at a less degree of heat than one hundred and five 
degrees Fahrenheit should be allowed to be sold for illumina- 
ting purposes. 

From analysis made, it is believed that attempts are made 
to secure lai'ge profits on coal oil, by mixing with a safe oil, 
which is comparatively high priced, this so-called benzine, 
naptha or gasoline, which has been invoiced here this summer 
at eight to thirteen cents per gallon. This mixing of heavy oil 
and naptha may be done by persons ignorant of the rapid 
and great deterioration which is effected by adding small por- 
tions of naptha to an excellent high fire-test oil. 
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The result of experiments on this point appears as follows : 
I^ortion of good oil, flashing point, 113 — one per cent of 

naptha, flashing point of mixture 103 

Two per cent, of naptha 92 

Five per cent, of naptha 83 

Ten per cent, of naptha 59 

Twenty per cent, of naptha 40 

Oil bums. 50 

It is, therefore, evident that a good oil is rapidly contaminated 
and rendered dangerous by the addition of small portions of 
benzine, and if burned in lamps of brittle material or bad con- 
struction, continnally exposes to accident those who use them. 

There is probably more danger of explosion of a lamp or can 
containing a mixed oil than pure benzine, because the latter 
evolves vapor with such rapidity as in most cases immediately 
and permanently to expel all atmospheric air from the vessel 
containing it, although this volatility adds to the danger of fire. 

Those using coal oil, can, by simple means, protect themselves 
from the worst oils. Pour into a cup or saucer a tablespoonful 
or two of the oil to be examined, and apply an ordinary match, 
lighted. If the oil does not take fire it may still be an unsafe 
oil J but if it does take fire, the oil is a very dangerous one. It 
is necessary to remind the experimenter that great care must 
be used in so simple a matter as this seems, as the flame may 
communicate by vapor or otherwise to vessels containing bad 
oils and give rise to fire and personal accident. 

It is important that municipal and State action should be 
taken in this matter; otherwise, as these light, cheap, dan- 
gerous oils are driven from other cities by their sanitary enact- 
ments, this place and the State at large will furnish a market for 
them, and the ignorant and careless adults, and the unfortunate 
children of this city and State, be the victims of this deficient 
legislation. 

Insurance companies are interested to the same end, and at 
present they allow houses to be furnished with magazines con- 
taining the most infiammable materials, as has been before said, 
more easily ignited than powder, and subject to the manage- 
ment of ignorant and careless persons. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[48 J 

The destruction of property by burning, which took plaee 
two days since, was caused by pouring bad coal oil on a -fire. 
If this oil had had a flashing point of 105 degrees, or above, it 
could have been used for kindling purposes with impunity, as 
oil of such a quality will not take fire when so used, or carry 
the flame back to the vessel from which the oil is poured. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that good oil, as shown by 
high fire test, is safe under all ordinary circumstances, and oils 
of inferior quality, as shown by low fire test, are dangerous un- 
der all eiroumstances. 

C. B. WHtTE, M. D., 

President Board of Health. 
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